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Hybrid Multibeamforming Receiver With
High-Precision Beam Steering for Low

Earth Orbit Satellite Communication
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Abstract— A hybrid multibeamforming receiver for low Earth
orbit (LEO) satellite communication in the Ku-band is designed
and tested. The proposed receiver is implemented with eight
channels to enable the multibeam control. The proposed receiver,
including both analog and digital beamforming structures,
is capable of multibeam reception using both analog and digital
beamforming techniques simultaneously or selectively. Analog
beamforming is implemented by employing a local oscillator
phase shifter using direct digital synthesis and phase-locked
loop (PLL) structures. In digital beamforming, a software-
defined radio can control the phase of the signal in the digital
baseband. The multibeam received using the proposed hybrid
multibeamforming receiver was measured at 11.7 and 12.7 GHz
in an anechoic chamber. The phase-control resolutions of analog
and digital beamforming were 0.022◦ and 0.72◦, respectively.
Analog beam-switching speed is slower than digital beamforming
because it depends on the settling time of the PLL circuit, but it
has a high phase-control resolution. Therefore, by using analog
and digital beamforming when precise beam tilting and fast
beam switching are required, respectively, the proposed hybrid
multibeamforming is shown to be suitable in accordance with
the communication situation.

Index Terms— Analog beamforming, digital beamforming,
hybrid multibeamforming, low Earth orbit (LEO) communica-
tion, multibeam.

I. INTRODUCTION

SATELLITES orbiting the Earth are classified into geosta-
tionary orbit [or geosynchronous equatorial orbit (GEO)],

medium Earth orbit (MEO), and low Earth orbit (LEO)
depending on the altitude. In recent years, LEO satellite
communication has witnessed new developments [1], [2], [3],
[4], [5]. With increasing interest in LEO satellites, SpaceX,
OneWeb, Telesat, and Amazon are actively building a global
Internet network [6], [7], [8], [9], [10], [11]. LEO satellites are
located at an altitude of ∼160–2000 km, enabling wireless
communication even in remote areas without base stations.
Compared to other satellite communications, in LEO, the
free-space path loss between the satellite and the terminal is
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Fig. 1. Multibeamforming technology for LEO satellite communication.

reduced because of the low altitude. This characteristic affords
the advantages of a low transmission-delay rate and reduction
in the size of the terminal antenna. However, unlike GEO
satellites, in which satellites appear to be fixed over the Earth,
LEO satellites periodically change their positions over the
Earth. Consequently, reliable communication that continuously
connects one satellite and a base station on the Earth is almost
impossible in LEO. In addition, LEO satellites have lower
antenna-beam coverage on the Earth, as the altitude is lower
than those of GEO and MEO satellites [6], [7], [8]. Therefore,
several LEO satellites are required to match the coverage of
one GEO satellite.

The simplest method for increasing the coverage and sta-
bility of communication using LEO satellites is using a large
number of satellites. As the number of satellites increases,
the coverage area increases. However, with the increase in
the number of satellites, problems of frequency interference,
intersatellite collision, and complexity of intersatellite link
communication may occur. Therefore, instead of increasing the
number of satellites, the development of multibeam technology
has become a trend. Fig. 1 shows a schematic of multibeam-
forming technology for LEO satellites. The multibeamforming
is a technology that combines multibeam and beamforming
technology. Multibeam technology is essential for improving
communication quality in LEO satellites [12], [13], [14], [15],
[16]. Multibeam technology refers to forming a plurality of
independent beams instead of a single beam using one antenna
[17], [18]. A multibeam-equipped LEO satellite facilitates
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improvement in communication coverage through a plural-
ity of beams. The beamforming technique as well as the
multibeam is an important part in satellite communication.
The beamforming technique using an array antenna involves
controlling the beam angle. Application of the beamforming
technique to each multibeam enables beam tracking for a
target. This helps to overcome the difficulties of continuous
communication and implement stable communication. There-
fore, multibeamforming improves coverage and transmission
capacity and can help build a reliable communication network.
Moreover, a multibeamforming system can be implemented
using passive and active multibeamforming [18], [19], [20],
[21], [22]. In passive multibeamforming, the number and
direction of beams are predetermined. By contrast, active
multibeamforming electronically controls the beam, forming
and tilting it whenever necessary. LEO satellites require active
multibeamforming for stable communication according to their
movement [23], [24]. Active multibeamforming architecture is
divided into analog and digital. An analog multibeamforming
structure is typically designed using a phase shifter. The
phase shifter is located at the radio frequency (RF), local
oscillator (LO), and intermediate frequency (IF) stages to
control the phase of the signal; therefore, it can be used in
various system structures [25], [26], [27], [28], [29], [30].
In a receiver, it can be placed before or after a low-noise
amplifier (LNA) to compensate for phase changes caused by
the amplifier. In addition, because of the simplicity of the
system structure, implementing it is relatively easy compared
to other beamforming structures. However, current commer-
cial technology limits the control resolution of phase-shifting
devices to 2.8◦ [31], [32]. Such an analog multibeamforming
technique is ineffective in terms of system performance and
economic feasibility because of the limited resolution of the
phase-shift device and expensive components. In a digital
multibeamforming structure, signal processing is possible at
the digital baseband signal part instead of the phase-shift
device of the RF front end [13], [33], [34]. These advantages of
signal processing enable techniques such as ultralow sidelobes,
enhanced adaptive pattern nulling, and multiple simultaneous
beams that are difficult to realize with other architectures
[35], [36], [37]. However, if the multibeam is implemented
only with a digital beamforming structure, several difficulties
arise, e.g., design complexity and power consumption. Hybrid
multibeamforming is an optimized system structure based
on the advantages and disadvantages of analog and digital
beamforming techniques, being a combination of the two
[38]. The various hybrid beamforming techniques have been
developed [38], [55], [56], [57]. Among hybrid beamforming
techniques, the analog beamforming consists of power divider
and phase shifters [55], [56]. This is possible to reduce the
number of transceivers by finding an optimized beamforming
network in analog and digital. However, the analog beam-
former is bulky and expensive due to multiple phase shifters.
In the case of hybrid radar, the transmitter and receiver can
implement only analog and digital beamforming, respectively
[38]. The orthogonal hybrid multibeam array antenna consists
of a buttler matrix with a passive beamforming network and
a digital beamformer [57]. Using this array antenna, passive

multibeam with fixed beam spacing was implemented in the
vertical direction and digital beamforming in the horizontal
direction. That is, the analog and digital beamforming is
determined according to the direction.

In this article, we propose a multibeamforming receiver
with a hybrid structure that combines direct digital synthesis
(DDS)-based analog and digital beamforming. The analog
beamforming system overcomes low phase-control resolution
and insertion loss by using the virtual phase shifter of the
LO stage instead of the phase shifter of the RF stage. In the
proposed digital beamformer, the amplitude and phase of
signals are controlled using software-defined radio (SDR) such
as the field-programmable gate array (FPGA), HackRF one for
fast beam switching. In addition, the proposed receiver can
select one of the analog and digital beamforming methods
or simultaneously implement analog and digital beams by
using both. Using the beamforming measurement setup in the
anechoic chamber, we analyze and evaluate the performance
of the proposed eight-channel hybrid multibeamforming
receiver.

This article is organized as follows. The principle of the
hybrid multibeamforming system is introduced in Section II.
Section III describes the eight-channel hybrid multibeamform-
ing receiver architecture. In Section IV, multibeamforming
results obtained from an eight-channel hybrid receiver in
an anechoic chamber are analyzed and discussed. Finally,
conclusions are drawn in Section V.

II. PRINCIPLE OF THE HYBRID
MULTIBEAMFORMING SYSTEM

Hybrid multibeamforming is a technique that combines
analog and digital beamforming. This section describes each of
the analog and digital beamforming techniques for achieving
the principle of hybrid beamforming.

A. DDS–Phase-Locked Loop Structure for Phase Control
Based on Analog Beamforming

In the analog beamforming structure, the virtual phase-
shifter-based LO signal is used for high-precision phase con-
trol. The virtual phase shifter is implemented by combining
the DDS and phase-locked loop (PLL) techniques [39], [40],
[41], [42]. The PLL technique is employed for the LO signal
generation part to maintain the high phase-control resolution
of the DDS, which has a frequency limit [43], [44]. In addition,
a phase-controllable LO signal without degradation due to the
phase noise is achieved using DDS-driven PLL synthesizers.
Fig. 2 shows the architecture of the LO signal generator
with high phase-control resolution using DDS and two phase
detectors based on the PLL circuit. The two phase detectors
are used for signal generation for phase comparison with DDS
and for signal synchronization. The circuit for phase locking of
the LO signal comprises a voltage-controlled oscillator (VCO),
sampling phase detector (SPD), reference signal (yRE F ) for
SPD, phase frequency detector (PFD), charge pump (CP), loop
filter (LF), and DDS for the reference signal of the PFD. As the
first stage of the PLL, the reference signal (yRE F ) input to the
SPD passes through a frequency doubler, and a signal (y2RE F )
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Fig. 2. LO signal generator with high phase-control resolution using two phase detectors.

with twice the frequency and phase is generated as follows:

yRE F (t) = ARE F cos(2π fRE F t + ϕRE F ) (1)
y2RE F (t) = A2RE F cos(4π fRE F t + 2ϕRE F ) (2)

where ARE F , fRE F , and ϕRE F are the amplitude, frequency,
and phase, respectively, of the reference signal for SPD and
A2RE F is the amplitude of the signal passing through the
frequency doubler. To generate the harmonic signals, the signal
passing through the frequency doubler is passed though the
frequency multiplier and comb generator inside the SPD. The
harmonic signals can be represented as follows:

yS P D =

N∑
n=2

An cos(2nπ fRE F t + nϕRE F ) (3)

where n denotes the number of harmonic signals. The SPD
output signal is generated by frequency mixing of the har-
monic signals (yS P D) and the VCO signal input to the SPD.
To compare only the desired frequency in the PFD, the SPD
output signals are passed through a bandpass filter (BPF).
After the SPD part, the PFD compares the frequency and phase
of the two input signals. In the PFD, the DDS signal is used as
a reference signal and the SPD output signal is used as an RF
signal for comparison. The SPD output signal is synchronized
according to the frequency and phase of the DDS signal in the
PFD. Therefore, the phase of the VCO changes as much as
that of the DDS signal changes. The DDS and VCO signals
are given as follows:

yDDS(t) = ADDS cos(2π fDDSt + 1ϕDDS) (4)
yL O(t) = AL O cos(2π fL O t + ϕL O + 1ϕDDS) (5)

where ADDS , fDDS , and 1ϕDDS are the amplitude, frequency,
and phase, respectively, of the DDS output signal and AL O ,
fL O , and ϕL O are the amplitude, frequency, and phase, respec-
tively, of the VCO signal for the LO signal.

B. LO Phase Shifter Based on Analog Beamforming

A simple block diagram of the frequency direct-conversion
receiver is shown in Fig. 3. Because of the DDS–PLL archi-
tecture, the phase of the LO signal depends on the phase of
the DDS signal, which is the reference signal of the PFD.

Fig. 3. Block diagram of the frequency direct-conversion receiver using an
LO phase shifter.

The signal (yRF ) received from the antenna is expressed as
follows:

yRF (t) = ARF cos(2π fRF t + ϕRF ) (6)

where ARF , fRF , and ϕRF are the amplitude, frequency, and
phase, respectively, of the RF signal received by the antenna.
The RF signal is mixed with the LO signal in the frequency
downconverting mixer. The output signal of the mixer can be
expressed as follows:

yI F (t) = AI F cos[2π f I F t + {ϕRF − (ϕL O + 1ϕDDS)}] (7)

where AI F , f I F , and ϕI F are the amplitude, frequency, and
phase, respectively, of the IF signal as the output signal of the
receiver. The frequency of the IF signal equals the difference
in frequency between the LO and RF signals. The phase of
the IF signal is changed linearly as much as the phase of
the LO signal is controlled by the DDS. The proposed hybrid
multibeamforming receiver maintains the high phase-control
resolution of the DDS with a 14-bit phase offset resolution.
In this work, the phase control resolution of the IF signal could
be controlled with an interval of approximately 0.022◦ using
DDS.

C. Phase Control Based on Digital Beamforming

The digital beamforming receiver structure is shown in
Fig. 4. It has the same RF front end as the proposed analog
beamforming structure with the LO phase shifter. In the
digital beamforming receiver—unlike analog beamforming—
the IF signal passing through the frequency downconverting
mixer is not summed in the RF combiner, and all signals are
individually digitized by an analog-to-digital converter (ADC).
A digital signal is converted into a quantized baseband signal
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Fig. 4. Block diagram of the digital beamforming receiver.

through a digital downconverter (DDC). The amplitude and
phase of the quantized signal can be changed through digital
signal processing. Before implementing the beamforming tech-
nique, the amplitude and phase of the quantized signal should
be calibrated for synchronization. The calibrated eight-channel
baseband signals of digital beamforming are expressed as
follows:

s1(t) = w1 A1 cos(2π f t + θ1 + ϕ1)

s2(t) = w2 A2 cos(2π f t + θ2 + ϕ2)

...

s8(t) = w8 A8 cos(2π f t + θ8 + ϕ8) (8)

where A1, f , and θ1 are the amplitude, frequency, and phase,
respectively, of the baseband signal of the first channel; A2 and
θ2 are the amplitude and phase, respectively, of the baseband
signal of the second channel; and A8 and θ8 are the amplitude
and phase, respectively, of the baseband signal of the eighth
channel. Further, w1, w2, and w8 are weighting factors for
the amplitude of the baseband signal of the first, second,
and eighth channels, respectively, and ϕ1, ϕ2, and ϕ8 are the
weighting factors for the phase of the baseband signal of
the first, second, and eighth channels, respectively. Signals
of all channels independently have the weighting factor by
digital signal processing. Therefore, digital beamforming is
implemented by setting weighting factors for beam tilting as
well as calibration. We used an SDR including an ADC and
DDC for digital signal processing.

D. Analysis of Beam-Switching Speed

Because beamforming is implemented through a phase
change between array antennas, the beam-switching speed is
the same as the time taken for the phase to change. The
beam-switching speed of the proposed analog beamforming
technique depends on the settling time of the PLL circuit,
which is directly proportional to its PFD update period [45].
The PFD used in the PLL circuit comprises two D flip-flops
and a programmable delay element. The RF and reference
signals for comparing the frequency and phase are input to the
two D flip-flops. The output signals of the two D flip-flops
are fed to the CP. The programmable delay element of the
PFD controls the width of the antibacklash pulse. This pulse
minimizes phase noise and reference spurs. However, the
beam-switching speed is also affected by this pulse. Fig. 5
shows the measured settling time for phase locking of the

Fig. 5. Measured settling time for phase locking using LO phase shifter with
the DDS–PLL technique.

low-noise block downconverter (LNB) having the structure
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. To measure the settling time, the
proposed LNB with the LO phase shifter using the DDS–PLL
technique and a universal software radio peripheral (USRP)
was used. The settling time was calculated as the time taken for
the phase of the sine wave to change by analyzing the IF output
signal of the LNB received from the USRP. As described
earlier, the phase of the output signal of the LNB depends on
the phase of the DDS. Therefore, the phase-fixed settling time
was measured by controlling the phase of the DDS. When
the phase of the signal output from the DDS was changed
from 0◦ to 180◦, the time taken for the phase to be fixed
was 112 µs. Therefore, the beam-switching speed using the
proposed analog beamforming technique was 112 µs.

In the proposed digital beamforming technique, the phase of
the signal was controlled by digital processing. In the receiver
using the digital beamforming structure, the IF signal, which
is the output signal of LNB, was monitored and measured in
the SDR. Fig. 6 shows the measured settling time for phase
locking after digital signal processing. When the phase of the
signal was shifted by 90◦ using digital signal processing, the
time taken for the phase of the IF signal to change was 8.33 µs.
Then, the beam-switching speed using the proposed digital
beamforming technique was 8.33 µs. Regarding the beam-
switching speed, the proposed digital beamforming technique
was verified to be faster than the proposed analog beamform-
ing technique.

III. DESIGN OF THE HYBRID
MULTIBEAMFORMING SYSTEM

This section analyzes the structure of the hybrid multi-
beamforming receiver system. We designed and fabricated the
eight-channel receiver for hybrid multibeamforming.

A. System Architecture

The overall schematic of the proposed hybrid multibeam-
forming system is shown in Fig. 7. The hybrid multibeam-
forming system was designed using the principles of ana-
log and digital beamforming as described in Section II.
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Fig. 6. Measured settling time for phase locking using SDR.

Independent beamforming was achieved through each beam-
forming method. The proposed hybrid multibeam-forming
system comprises eight RF chains. The overall system has
a 1 × 8 waveguide array antenna, RF front-end part, LO signal
generator part, reference signal part, analog data acquisition
and combiner part, and digital data acquisition and combiner
part.

To implement multibeamforming, frequency and phase syn-
chronization of the entire system is essential. The proposed
system has a reference signal part for synchronization. Using
a reference signal, the frequencies of all systems are syn-
chronized. Beamforming is a technique that uses the inter-
ference effect of radio waves by varying the phase for each
antenna. Therefore, before inputting the phase difference for
each antenna, all signals received from the antenna must
have the same phase. The calibration technique for signal
phase synchronization was implemented using the DDS of the
LO signal generator part in analog beamforming and digital
data acquisition and combiner part in digital beamforming
[35], [44], [58]. Fig. 8 shows eight channels synchronized
using DDS. The IF signals of eight channels have almost
the same amplitude and phase, as shown in Fig. 8. Similarly,
in the case of digital beams, after eight-channel signals are
synchronized, beamforming is implemented by controlling the
phase difference.

B. 1 × 8 Array Antenna Part

Fig. 9 shows the 1 × 8 waveguide array antenna proto-
type. The waveguide array antenna was used to validate the
implementation of hybrid multibeamforming. The waveguide
port of antenna has been widely used in satellite communi-
cation systems to reduce the loss of power. Therefore, the
proposed receiver system with waveguide port can be com-
bined with various antennas including the 1 × 8 waveguide
array antenna. The size of a single waveguide antenna is
19.05 × 9.53 mm, which is the same as the waveguide
standard WR75. To prevent structural interference between
LNBs, the distance between antennas was kept at 43 mm.
The size of the fabricated array antenna is 350 × 70 mm. The
simulated and measured reflection coefficient of the waveg-
uide array antenna is shown in Fig. 10 [46]. The measured

TABLE I
ARRAY ANTENNA SPECIFICATION

reflection coefficient is −17.45 and −15.29 dB at 11.7 and
12.7 GHz, respectively. Further, the simulated and measured
normalized radiation patterns of the array antenna are shown
in Fig. 11. The measured antenna gain is 14.24 and 14.21 dBi
at 11.7 and 12.7 GHz, respectively. The measured half-power
bandwidth (HPBW) of the array antenna is 3.75◦ and 3.28◦

at 11.7 and 12.7 GHz, respectively. The specification of the
array antenna is displayed in Table I.

C. RF Front-End Part

The RF front-end part after the antenna part comprises three
LNAs, an RF BPF, and a mixer. From the antenna to the RF
front-end part, the RF signal passes through the waveguide,
so the insertion loss of the transmitted signal is low compared
to that of the SMA cable. The substrate of RF front end is
Rogers RO3003 with a permittivity of 3.0. The first part of the
RF front-end part is the LNA, which comprises three stages to
lower the noise figure of the entire system. The block diagram
of the RF part of the LNB is shown in Fig. 12. The noise figure
of the LNB is

Ftotal = F1 +
F2 − 1

G1
+

F3 − 1
G1G2

+
F4 − 1

G1G2G3
+

F5−1
G1G2G3G4

(9)
N Ftotal = 10 log(Ftotal) (10)

where Ftotal and N Ftotal are the cascaded noise factor and
noise figure, respectively [50], [51]. F1, F2, F3, F4, and F5 are
the noise factors in the linear term of the first, second, and third
LNA, BPF, and mixer, respectively. Further, G1, G2, G3, G4,
and G5 are the gains in the linear term of the first, second, and
third LNA, BPF, and mixer, respectively. The cascaded noise
figure and gain of the RF part of the LNB are 0.5 and 25.0 dB,
respectively. One of the most important factors for receiver
is the gain-to-noise temperature ratio (G/T). G/T is a value
obtained by the gain of antenna with the noise temperature
of the system [52], [53], [54]. When using the proposed basic
waveguide array antenna, G/T is −1.49 dB. If an antenna with
high gain is used, G/T can be expected to be improved.

Fig. 13 shows the geometry and simulated S-parameters of
the designed BPF. BPF is designed as a microstrip line filter to
pass only the desired frequency band [50]. The pass frequency
band of BPF is 11.4–12.75 GHz, as shown in Fig. 13. The
insertion loss is 1.5 dB at 12.0 GHz. The harmonic signals
generated due to passage through the LNA are removed by
the BPF of the LNB. The IF signal is generated by frequency
down-conversion of the RF signal in the mixer. For signal
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Fig. 7. Full architecture of the hybrid multibeamforming receiver.

Fig. 8. Synchronization for eight-channel IF signals.

Fig. 9. Photograph of the 1 × 8 waveguide array antenna prototype.

synthesis for frequency down-conversion in the RF front end,
a diode mixer was used [47], [48], [49]. Diode mixer is
economical and has a simple structure. The characteristics of
the frequency downconverted IF signal of the LNB with the
designed BPF and mixer can be seen in Fig. 14. Fig. 14 shows
the measured normalized power of the output signal of the RF
front end.

Fig. 10. Simulated and measured reflection coefficient of 1 × 8 waveguide
array antenna.

Fig. 11. Simulated and measured normalized radiation patterns
of 1 × 8 waveguide array antenna.

D. LO Signal Generator Part

The LO signal generator part of the proposed system is
important in the analog beamforming technique. This part
not only generates the LO signal used in the mixer, but also
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Fig. 12. Block diagram of the RF front-end part of LNB.

Fig. 13. Geometry and simulated S-parameters of the designed BPF:
(a) geometry and (b) simulated S-parameters.

Fig. 14. Measured normalized power of output signal of RF front end.

controls the phase of the LO signal to implement the analog
beamforming. The LO signal is generated using a 10.75-GHz
VCO. SPD is used instead of the frequency divider used in the
conventional PLL method. When the RF signal passes through
a frequency divider, the frequency as well as the phase is
multiplied. This has the effect of increasing the phase-control
resolution. Therefore, SPD was introduced to maintain the
high phase-control resolution. The 200-MHz signal generated
from the reference signal part passes through the frequency
doubler. The generated 400-MHz signal is input to the SPD.
Using the frequency multiplier and comb generator inside the
SPD, harmonic signals of 400 MHz are mixed with the LO
signal in the mixer in the SPD. The frequency of the mixed
signal is

fout (t) =

∞∑
n=1

(n fS P D_re f ) − fL O (11)

where fout , fL O , and fS P D_re f are the frequencies of the
SPD output signal, LO signal, and reference signal input
to the SPD, respectively, and n is the number of harmonic
signals. In this system, fL O and fS P D_re f are 10.75 GHz
and 400 MHz, respectively; therefore, the lowest frequency
of the SPD output signal is 50 MHz when n = 27. The

output signals of the SPD pass through the BPF centered
at 50 MHz and are transmitted to the PFD. The frequency
and phase of the LO signal are fixed using a PLL circuit
comprising PFD, CP, and LF. The SPD output signal is
input to the PFD, with the DDS signal used as a reference
signal to fix the frequency and phase. To fix and control the
frequency and phase for each LNB board of eight chains, eight
channels of DDS signals are required. The AD9959, which
has four output channels on one board provided by Analog
Device Inc., was selected as the reference signal generator
of PFD. It comprises four synchronized DDS cores with a
sampling rate up to 500 million samples per second, and each
channel provides independent frequency, phase, and amplitude
control. Accordingly, we used two AD9959 boards for eight
channels. Further, the frequency and phase of signal outputs
from the two independent boards were synchronized using a
separate clock distribution IC, namely, AD9510. The DDS
generates a 50-MHz signal equal to the output signal of the
SPD for frequency and phase locking in the PFD. Because
the phase-control resolution of the DDS is 14 bit, the phase
difference between channels can be controlled in intervals of
approximately 0.022◦. Therefore, as the SPD output signal is
synchronized to the phase of the DDS signal in the PFD, the
phase of the LO signal is changed by controlling the phase of
the DDS.

E. Reference Signal Part

To implement a multiple-input multiple-output technique
such as beamforming, frequency synchronization between
systems is important. If the frequencies are not synchronized,
an error in the output signal may occur during signal synthesis.
In the proposed system, a reference source signal of 100 MHz
was used for frequency synchronization. The reference signal
was used as the reference clock signal of the LO signal
generator part, digital data acquisition and combiner part, and
analog data acquisition and combiner part. In the LO signal
generator part, the reference clock signal for the DDS and
SPD input signal was of 200 MHz, generated by passing
the reference source signal through a frequency doubler. The
synchronization of the digital data acquisition and combiner
part with the analog data acquisition and combiner part was
implemented at 10 MHz, where the reference source signal
was generated by passing through a 1/10 frequency divider. All
reference signals passed through the power divider and were
input to the LO signal generator part, digital data acquisition
and combiner part, and analog data acquisition and combiner
part to realize frequency synchronization.

F. Analog/Digital Data Acquisition and Combiner Part

In the proposed receiver, the IF signal generated by the RF
front-end part passes through a power divider to form a hybrid
multibeam. The hybrid multibeam refers to the beams received
using the analog and digital beamforming structures. The IF
signals whose phase is controlled by the LO signal generator
part are received by the analog data acquisition and combiner
part. The analog data acquisition and combiner part includes
RF switch, RF combiner, and data acquisition module. The
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Fig. 15. Experimental method for simultaneously evaluating two multibeams.

Fig. 16. Experimental setup for simultaneously measuring two multibeams.

RF switch is used for phase synchronization between IF
signals and signal monitoring. The IF signal outputs from
the eight-chain LNBs are synthesized and stored in the RF
combiner and data acquisition module.

The digital data acquisition and combiner part includes
digital combiner and eight pairs of mixers, variable amplifiers,
and variable attenuators. In digital beamforming, the phase of
the IF signal is controlled in the digital baseband. To control
the signal in the digital baseband, the IF signal requires
additional frequency down-conversion before the ADC and
DDC. The frequencies and phases of the eight LO signals
for additional down-conversion mixers in the digital data
acquisition and combiner part are synchronized by the 10-MHz
signal generated in the reference signal part. In the digital
beamforming of the proposed receiver, the amplitude of the
signals can be individually controlled in analog and digital
basebands. The amplitude of the analog baseband signal
passed through the additional mixer can be changed through
the variable amplifier and variable attenuator. The amplitude of
the digital baseband signal passed through the ADC and DDC
is processed through digital signal processing. The phase of
the signal can be controlled at 0.72◦ intervals in the digital
baseband using SDR. Therefore, digital beams are formed in
the following order. First, the IF signal of the LNB passes

Fig. 17. Performance change of the proposed receiver system with temper-
ature: (a) power difference and (b) phase difference.

through the additional mixer, and the amplitude of the signal
is primarily controlled through the amplifier and attenuator.
The analog-based amplitude-controlled signal is digitized after
passing through ADC and DDC. Thus, the amplitude and
phase of the digital baseband signal can be controlled at the
digital stage. Finally, digital beams are formed by combining
the phase-controlled eight-channel digital baseband signals.

IV. MEASUREMENT RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this section, the multibeamforming experimental setup
and results are presented. The proposed multibeamforming
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Fig. 18. Simulated and measured normalized radiation patterns for multibeamforming: (a) beam 0◦ (at 11.7 GHz) and beam −1◦ (at 12.7 GHz); (b) beam
−1◦ (at 11.7 GHz) and beam 0◦ (at 12.7 GHz); (c) beam −2◦ (at 11.7 GHz) and beam 1◦ (at 12.7 GHz); (d) beam −3◦ (at 11.7 GHz) and beam 2◦ (at
12.7 GHz); (e) beam −5◦ (at 11.7 GHz) and beam 4◦ (at 12.7 GHz); and (f) beam −10◦ (at 11.7 GHz) and beam 9◦ (at 12.7 GHz).

receiver measured two multibeams simultaneously using the
analog and digital beamforming structure.

A. Experimental Setup

As described in Section III, a prototype of the eight-
channel hybrid multibeamforming system was fabricated and
evaluated. The proposed system can simultaneously measure
beams of two or more different frequencies. In an experiment,
two beams of 11.7 and 12.7 GHz were measured using
the analog and digital beamforming systems, respectively.
Therefore, two transmit antennas were required to propagate

two signals of different frequencies. Two WR75 waveguide
antennas were used as transmit antennas.

Fig. 15 depicts the schematic layout of the experimental
setup for simultaneously evaluating the multibeamforming.
The distance between the two transmit antennas is 86 mm,
so that the angle between the transmit antennas becomes
1◦ when looking at the transmit antennas in the hybrid
multibeamforming receiver. Thus, the main beam of 11.7 and
12.7 GHz signals occurs at 0◦ and −1◦ with the proposed
measurement method. Fig. 16 shows the experimental setup
for measuring two multibeams simultaneously. To eliminate
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the effect of the reflected signal, the multibeamforming exper-
iment was conducted in an anechoic chamber.

B. Performance Change of the Receiver With Temperature

The proposed receiver system includes an active device such
as an LNA. Because the active device can control the current,
the performance can change depending on the temperature
of the device. This means that the system has nonlinearity.
To apply a system with these characteristics to a phased array,
the system calibration technique is required. Fig. 17 shows
the amplitude and phase change of the output signal of the
proposed receiver system according to the temperature. The
power of the IF signal of 950 MHz, which was the output
signal of the system, decreased sharply when the system was
turned on; however, the power difference decreased as the
temperature increased. After the system was turned on, the
temperature of the system was maintained at a maximum
temperature of 38.9 ◦C. The maximum power difference was
approximately 0.33 dB. At the maximum temperature, the
power difference of the system was approximately −0.08 dB.
Further, the phase difference of the IF signal was obtained by
comparing the two IF signals. One of the IF signals was set
as a reference, and the phase change of the other IF signal
was measured. The phase difference occurred abruptly as the
temperature increased after the system operation. After the
temperature reached 35 ◦C, the phase difference value became
moderate and was maintained at approximately −85.0◦. The
maximum phase difference value was −85.8◦.

In the proposed system, the power value changed negligibly
with temperature, but the phase changed significantly. Unex-
pected phase changes are fatal to beamforming. Therefore,
after the temperature of the system was saturated before the
multibeamforming experiment, the eight-channel systems were
calibrated. Receiver calibration is a technique that synchro-
nizes the phases of the IF signal output from each LNB when
the eight-channel systems receive the same RF signal. In the
proposed analog beamforming structure, the phase differences
between the first IF signal and the other IF signals were
measured using the RF switch. The phases of all channels
were synchronized using DDS according to the detected phase
differences. In the proposed digital beamforming structure,
digital signal processing was used for calibrating all channels.

C. Measurement Results of Hybrid Multibeamforming

Two signals of different frequencies were simultaneously
received in real time using the proposed hybrid beamform-
ing structure. Multibeamforming was analyzed after the out-
put signal of the eight-channel receiver was synchronized.
Fig. 18 shows the simulated and measured radiation patterns
for multibeamforming using the proposed system. When all
receivers were phase-synchronized, as shown in Fig. 18(a),
the main beams of 11.7 and 12.7 GHz were measured at
0◦ and −1◦, respectively. At 11.7 GHz, analog beamforming
was implemented and measured in a negative-angle direction,
while at 12.7 GHz, digital beamforming was performed in
a positive-angle direction. For ∓1◦ beamforming, the phase
difference between the arrays was −10.65◦ and 11.44◦ at

TABLE II
RF FRONT-END SPECIFICATION

TABLE III
PHASE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ARRAYS AT 11.7 GHZ

TABLE IV
PHASE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ARRAYS AT 12.7 GHZ

Fig. 19. Measured antenna gains and efficiencies for beam steering at a
difference frequency.

11.7 and 12.7 GHz, respectively. Because the phase-control
resolution of the proposed hybrid beamforming system was
0.022◦ and 0.72◦ at 11.7 and 12.7 GHz, respectively, phase
control was sufficiently possible. The beamforming angles for
11.7 and 12.7 GHz were measured to be ∓1◦, ∓2◦, ∓3◦, ∓5◦,
and ∓10◦. The respective beamforming results are shown in
Fig. 18(b)–(f). The phase difference between the arrays for
implementing beamforming at 11.7 and 12.7 GHz is shown
in Tables II–IV, respectively. Unlike the radiation patterns
calculated at 0.001◦ intervals in the simulation, the radiation
patterns in the experiment were measured at 1◦ intervals.
Fig. 19 shows the measured antenna gain and efficiencies
for beam steering at a different frequency. The gain and
efficiency of the antenna decreased as the beam tilting angle
increased, compared to the gain of beam 0◦. Fig. 20 shows the
measured normalized receiver system gains for beam steering
at a different frequency. The gain in the pass frequency band
of the proposed receiver is generally flat.

In the case of the proposed analog beamforming system,
the RF signal has a high phase-control resolution of 0.022◦
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Fig. 20. Measured normalized receiver system gains for beam steering at a
difference frequency.

Fig. 21. Simulated and measured normalized radiation patterns with
sophisticated beamforming: (a) 11.7 and (b) 12.7 GHz.

using the DDS–PLL structure. By using this system, per-
forming precise beamforming at intervals of 0.1◦ is possible.
Fig. 21 shows the simulated and measured radiation patterns
for precise beamforming. In the measurement environment
considering the array antenna spacing, the phase differences
between the array antennas at 11.7 GHz for beamforming at
0.1◦ and 0.2◦ are 1.16◦ and 2.08◦, respectively. Further, the
phase differences between the array antennas at 12.7 GHz for
beamforming at 0.1◦ and 0.2◦ are 1.26◦ and 2.29◦, respectively.
In the proposed system, beamforming at intervals of 0.1◦ was
measured and confirmed in real time.

V. CONCLUSION

A hybrid receiver with both analog and digital beamforming
for multibeamforming has been proposed and discussed herein.

The hybrid receiver includes LO phase-shifting technology
using DDS for analog beamforming and SDR equal to the
number of RF chains for digital beamforming. The analog
beamforming technique was implemented by controlling the
phase of the LO signal. The PLL circuit in the LO signal
generator part was used to calibrate the frequency and phase
between the eight chains of LNBs. By using the DDS with a
high phase-control resolution as the reference signal of the
PLL circuit, it was shown that the LO signal also main-
tained the high phase-control resolution. Therefore, precise
beam tilting was confirmed to be possible using the analog
beamforming technique. In the trend of an increase in wireless
devices such as wearable devices, the proposed analog beam-
forming technique can precisely classify adjacent terminal
antennas or mobile devices. When this technique is used with
an antenna having a narrow beamwidth, precise beam tilting
characteristics can be used more usefully. Among the proposed
hybrid multibeamforming, the analog beamforming capable
of high-precision beam steering can provide uninterrupted
communication services to users. Further, the time taken for
the phase of the LO signal to be controlled in the proposed
receiver was measured. In the time taken for the phase of the
LO signal to change, the PLL settling time dominates, so the
beam-switching speed is rather slow. Digital beamforming has
a lower phase-control resolution than the proposed analog
beamforming technique. However, faster beam switching than
that in the proposed analog beamforming technique is possible
by digital signal processing. Fast beam switching can be
applied to detection and tracking techniques. For example,
among the proposed hybrid multibeamfomring, the digital
beamforming technique can quickly find users using fast beam
switching. It also reduces the communication delay that occurs
during the time the beam is switched, thus enabling a reliable
communication network. The proposed digital beamforming
is suitable for satellite communication requiring multibeam
technique because it can simultaneously receive and beam tilt
multiple beams without additional systems.

To clarify that the proposed receiver implements analog
and digital beamforming simultaneously, multibeamforming
was analyzed at 11.7 and 12.7 GHz. Two multibeams hav-
ing different frequencies were independently beam-tilted at
0◦ to ∓10◦. In addition, in analog beamforming with high
phase-control resolution, the beam was confirmed to tilt at
0.1◦ intervals. Therefore, the proposed hybrid receiver can
be used flexibly according to the required communication
characteristics, such as fast beam switching or fine beam
tilting. We expect the hybrid multibeamforming technique to
be practically utilized in LEO satellite communication and
5G/6G mobile communication.
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